Welcome to Worship at

Friedens United Church of Christ
Oley, PA
Where together we serve with joy and love!

Service of the Word
Sunday, September 18, 2022
10:15 a.m.

September 18, 2022

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

ORDER OF WORSHIP
*Indicates stand if you are able
Congregational responses are in BOLD
Gathering Music
Announcements
Prelude
*Call to Worship
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us, and
forgive our sins, for your name’s sake.
*Opening Hymn: We Will Glorify

No. 118

*Call to Confession
Even though we continually turn away from God, the Lord is eager to forgive.
Trusting in the promise of grace, let us confess our sin.
*Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, you know our sin: we have squandered the gifts you have
given us. We have failed to forgive our debtors as you have forgiven us.
We have been unfaithful and dishonest in small things and great things
alike. We are shrewd in seeking wealth and foolish in following your way.
Forgive our sins, O Lord, for your name’s sake. Make us faithful stewards
of the grace you have given and generous in forgiving others; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
Our loving God desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of
the truth. Hear the good news! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.
*Passing of the Peace

Wave to or bump elbows with your neighbor

Prayer of Illumination
Faithful God, we give you thanks that in Jesus Christ you have

entrusted us with the richness of your glory and the treasure of your
grace. Make us faithful stewards of your good gifts, that we may show
your love to this generation and welcome us into your eternal home,
where we will worship and serve you forever; through Christ our
Savior. Amen.
Psalm 79:1-9
Read Responsively
O God, the nations have come into your inheritance; they have defiled
your holy temple; they have laid Jerusalem in ruins.
They have given the bodies of your servants to the birds of the air
for food, the flesh of your faithful to the wild animals of the earth.
They have poured out their blood like water all around Jerusalem, and
there was no one to bury them.
We have become a taunt to our neighbors, mocked and derided by
those around us.
How long, O Lord? Will you be angry forever? Will your jealous
wrath burn like fire?
Pour out your anger on the nations that do not know you and on
the kingdoms that do not call on your name.
For they have devoured Jacob and laid waste his habitation.
Do not remember against us the iniquities of our ancestors; let
your compassion come speedily to meet us, for we are brought very
low.
Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us
and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake.
Epistle Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

Pew Bible Page 839

Gospel Reading: Luke 16:1-13

Pew Bible Page 740

Sermon
Affirmation of Faith
A Litany for the Providence of God
O God, giver of all good, who continually pours your benefits upon us,
age after age the living wait upon you and find that of your
faithfulness there is no end and that your care is unfailing.

We praise you that the mystery of our life is a mystery of infinite
goodness.
We praise you for the order and constancy of nature;
for the beauty and bounty of the earth;
for day and night,
summer and winter,
seed time and harvest;
for the varied gifts of loveliness and usefulness which every season
brings.
We give you thanks for all the comfort and joy of life,
for our homes,
for our friends,
and for all the love and sympathy and goodwill of all people.
Amen.
Hymn: Seek Ye First

No. 447

Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
Jesus teaches us that no one can serve two masters. We cannot serve
both God and wealth. Let us entrust our treasure to the Lord who has
provided so abundantly for us with generosity and grace beyond
measure.
Offertory

*Offertory Response
Old Hundredth No. 809
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Offertory Prayer
Gracious God, source of our daily bread and Sabbath trust, you
feed us with your love and equip us to share in your purpose.
Receive the offerings of our wounded spirits, our guarded purses,
our meager strength, and continue to expand our hearts, until we
live with the boldness and joy of the glorious morning; for we pray
in the name of your son, Jesus, and by the power of your Spirit.
Amen.
*Blessing
Lead a life of peacefulness,
of godliness and dignity,
Seeking what is good and acceptable and right in the sight of God our
Savior.
May the God of hope sustain you,
the Holy Spirit keep you,
and Christ the Lord walk with you,
today and every day.
*Closing Hymn: Our Father

No. 626

*Benediction
*Threefold Amen
*Postlude

No. 820

WORSHIP NOTES
Consistory: Shir ley Riegel-Ferreri, Mark Hoch, Lisa Kelly
Guest Musician: Ter i Hoffman
Reader: Br uce Smith
Bulletin Sponsor: Er ma Miller
Prayer List: Please keep the following member s and fr iends in your
prayers: Daniel Schaeffer (Fern Schaeffer’s grandson), Wayne Covey,
Cindy Hoffman, Larry Kegerise, Sara McMaster, Mildred Keller, Kristin
Parkhouse (daughter of Jeff & Linda Parkhouse), Frank Arters, Ray
Monyer, Haleigh Ott (great-niece of Sara McMaster).
Military Prayer List: Please keep all those ser ving to protect our
country in your prayers, especially Emily Hain (granddaughter of Dan &
Julie Christ), Haley Fisher (niece of Tonya Fisher), Bradley McAfee
(Tonya Fisher’s cousin’s son).
Recap from Sunday, September 11, 2022
General Fund Giving: $1,375.99
Attendance: 51
Looking Ahead to September 25, 2022:
Consistory: Brian Ott, Kay Bertolet, Dolores Johnson
Reader: Dolores Johnson
Bulletin: Dot Hamm
Altar Flower Sponsor: Susan Henne

Some materials were reprinted by permission of The W orship Sourcebook, Copyright 2004, CRC Publications,
and other parts of the liturgy were reprinted by permission of the publisher from The New Century Hymnal,
copyright 1995 The Pilgrim Press. The worship service is streamed with permission under One License A729279. All rights reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today is the final day to place your order for mums for the
September 25 Harvest Home worship service. If you would
like to order a mum, order forms are in the Narthex. Each 9
inch pot costs $12. Proceeds will go toward a future mission
trip. You may take your mum/s home following the worship
service on September 25 or drive thru to pick up between 11:30 am and
noon that day. The deadline for orders and payment is September 18.
Our Harvest Home celebration will take place on Sunday,
September 25, 2022 during the 10:15 am worship service. To
honor this celebration, the Mission Team will be collecting
canned tuna (5 or 12 ounce cans) and spaghetti/spaghetti like
pasta (1 pound boxes/packages). These items will also be the
focus items for the collections in October. Please bring your donations to
church on Harvest Home Sunday, drop them off at either of the Saturday
Drive-Thru Drop-Off food collections in October, or bring them to church
any time.
The dedication of the Friedens Free Mini Food Pantry located
outside the Oley Valley Community Library will take place on
Sunday, September 25, following the 10:15 am worship
service. Please help us to celebrate this exciting new local mission by
joining us that day!
The next meeting of the Women’s Guild is scheduled for
Monday, September 19 at 7 pm in Weidner Hall. We will start
our Bazaar planning. We will need volunteers in every
department. The schedule for Bazaar prep will be set at the
September meeting and posted in the Sunday bulletins.
Our next Hoagie Sale will be held on Thursday, October 6 with
orders due Sunday, October 2 by noon. Italian hoagies and ham
and cheese hoagies are available for $7 each. Place your order
by using the order form in the Narthex or by calling the Hoagie Hotline at
610-987-3536, ext. 2. You may also sponsor hoagies for veterans on the
order sheet. Orders will be available for pick-up between 3 and 5 pm on
September 1 in Weidner Hall.
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