Welcome to Worship at

Friedens United Church of Christ
Oley, PA
Where together we serve with joy and love!

Reign of Christ
Sunday, November 20, 2022
10:15 a.m.

November 20, 2022

Reign of Christ

ORDER OF WORSHIP
*Indicates stand if you are able
Congregational responses are in BOLD
Gathering Music
Announcements
Prelude
*Call to Worship
Worship Christ, Eternal Son of God;
honor Christ, Incarnate Son of Mary;
serve Christ, Glorious Ruler of creation;
for to Christ belong the power and the glory of the Almighty.
Praise be to God.
*Opening Hymn: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

No. 381

*Call to Confession
With humble hearts, trusting in grace, let us confess our sins before
God and one another.
*Prayer of Confession
Almighty God, you brought forth the world for the love of Christ,
yet we have lived in rebellion and turned away from our created
purpose.
We have acknowledged the Lordship of Christ with our lips,
but we have not honored him with our lives.
We have served the idols of wealth and privilege;
we have sought the protection of violence to oppose violence;
we have lived in fear of death and loss;
we have not loved our neighbors, nor sought reconciliation
with our enemies.
Therefore we pray:
Break our rebellious will.

Instruct our hearts in the ways of peace.
Expose our insincere thoughts.
Give us integrity in our quest for truth.
Release us from the fear of death.
Grant us courage in the face of evil.
Free us for joyful service in Christ our Lord.
Empower us to live as citizens of your kingdom.
For the sake of the world, in the name of Christ.
Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
God has rescued us for the power of darkness and transferred us into
the kingdom of the beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins. Through Christ our Lord, we are forgiven.
*Passing of the Peace
Wave to or bump elbows with your neighbor
Prayer for Illumination
Lord, open our hearts to receive your Word; by your Spirit free us from
the power of darkness and show to us the inheritance of the saints of
light. Amen.
Psalm 46:1-6
Read Responsively
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.

Epistle Reading: Colossians 1:11-20

Pew Bible Page 833

Gospel Reading: Luke 23:33-43

Pew Bible Page 748

Sermon
Blessing of Confirmands
As Christians, we are all on a journey. We seek to find meaning in life,
and we want to know God. The journey takes us from focusing on
ourselves, to a place where we can offer ourselves to others. The
journey lasts the duration of our lives. These young people come today
because they have come to an important part of their journey. They are
going to engage in a faith formation process together, with the hope
that, at its conclusion they may join publicly affirming their faith into
which they have been baptized. This formation process needs to entire
community of faith. They need our support, encouragement and
prayers.
Questions
Do you desire to join with one another and with your leaders to journey
together in the Christian faith?
Confirmation Class: I do.
Do you wish to learn and grow more fully in the ways of God, Christ
and the Holy Spirit?
Confirmation Class: I do.
Will you make every effort to attend class, complete assignments and
be open to learn and grow in the ways of Christ and the Holy Spirit?
Confirmation Class: I will.
Will the parents and grandparents of the class please rise. Will you
help and encourage these students in their assignments and pray for
them as they continue on their journey of faith?
Parents: I will.
Will you, the people of Friedens UCC, give your support to these
sisters in Christ, to uphold them and encourage them in faith whenever
possible, and keep them in your prayers?

All: We will.
Let us pray. God help these students to grow in faith. Increase in
them, and in us, the desire to follow you, courage to question and
willingness to learn from you. May our ears be open to hear the voice
of God; may our eyes be open to see the light of Christ and may our
lips speak the word of truth. Amen.
Anointing with Oil
Presentation of Bibles
Hymn: Blest Be the Tie That Binds

No. 708

Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Choir Anthem: Thankful
Invitation to the Offering
The blessed apostle Paul sings the praises of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
firstborn of all creation; in whom all things in heaven and on earth
were created. Let us affirm God’s sovereignty over all creation,
continuing our worship through the offering of our gifts to the Lord.
Offertory
*Offertory Response
Old Hundredth No. 809
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer
Almighty God,
receive our offering for the sake of Christ our Lord.
Make us worthy stewards of your gifts
and generous citizens of the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,
through whom we pray. Amen.
*Blessing
Go out into the world in peace,
declaring Christ the king and ruler over all creation.
Go out into the world with courage,
supporting the ways he gives light to those who sit in darkness
and guides our feet in the way of peace.
*Closing Hymn: He
He can turn the tides
and calm the angry sea.
He alone decides
who writes a symphony.
He lights every star
that makes the darkness bright.
He keeps watch all through
each long and lonely night.
He still finds the time
to hear a child's first prayer.
Saint or sinner calls
and always finds him there.
Refrain: Though it makes him sad
to see the way we live
He'll always say "I forgive."
He can grant a wish
or make a dream come true.
He can paint the clouds
and turn the gray to blue.

He alone knows where
to find the rainbow’s end.
He alone can see
what lies beyond the bend.
He can touch a tree
and turn the leaves to gold.
He knows every lie
that you and I have told. Refrain

*Benediction
*Threefold Amen

No. 820

*Postlude

Some materials were reprinted by permission of The W orship Sourcebook, Copyright 2004, CRC Publications.
Other parts of the liturgy were reprinted from Feasting on the W ord, copyright 2013 Westminster John Knox
Press. Choir anthem Thankful by Carole Bayer Sager and David Foster. The hymn He by Richard Mullan and
Jack Richards. The worship service is streamed with permission under One License A-729279. All rights
reserved.

WORSHIP NOTES
Consistory: Br ian Ott, Kay Ber tolet, Dolores J ohnson
Guest Musician: Ellen Walter
Reader: Ber tie Witman
Bulletin Sponsor: Er ma Miller —A big thank you to everyone who
helped at the Bazaar!
Altar Flower Sponsor: Ber tie Witman in memor y of her brother,
Rusty Witman.
Prayer List: Please keep the following member s and fr iends in your
prayers: Betty Heck, Scott Youse (son of Linda Youse), the family of
Matthew Miller (friend of Sue Henne), Cathy Schaeffer (friend of Sara
McMaster), Linda Epler (friend of Sara McMaster), Sandy Paton’s Aunt
Nao in Tokyo, Georgette Bush (friend of Dawn Bortz), Gloria Romig,
Cindy Hoffman, Larry Kegerise, Sara McMaster, Kristin Parkhouse
(daughter of Jeff & Linda Parkhouse), Frank Arters, Ray Monyer,
Haleigh Ott (great-niece of Sara McMaster).
Military Prayer List: Please keep all those ser ving to protect our
country in your prayers, especially Bradley McAfee (Tonya Fisher’s
cousin’s son).
Recap from Sunday, November 13, 2022
General Fund Giving: $1,550
In-Person Attendance: 79
November EFT General Fund Giving: $2,650
Looking Ahead to November 27, 2022:
Consistory: Craig Conrad, Janice Hoffmaster
Reader: Dolores Johnson
Bulletin Sponsor: Parkhouse Family
Altar Flower Sponsor: Craig & Cindy Conrad

ANNOUNCEMENTS
As we prepare to enter into a new church year and the
busy holiday season, we will gather to give thanks for the
many blessings we enjoy in our lives. Please join us for
Thanksgiving Eve worship on Wednesday, November 23, at 7 pm. Our
friends from other Oley congregations have been invited to join us.
It’s time to place you order for poinsettias to decorate the
church for Christmas Eve. Order forms can be found in the
Narthex. You may also place your order by calling the
church office at 610-987-3536. We are offering a selection
of red, pink or white flowers. Each 5+ bloom plant from
Levengood’s is $13. Dedications made “In honor of” or “In memory of”
will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletins. You may take your
poinsettia home following the Christmas Eve Worship Service. Order
deadline is December 11. Profits benefit the Peru Mission Trip.
Mark you calendar! We will meet at the church on Saturday,
December 3 at 8 am to decorate the church for the holiday
season. All ages and abilities are welcome and encouraged to
help!
The Mission Team will be hosting an Advent Fellowship
Brunch on Sunday, December 4 following the 10:15 am
worship service. Enjoy pancakes, pastries, coffee, tea
and juice with your Friedens family. There is no fee to
attend. Simply add your name and the number attending to the sign-up
sheet in the Narthex.
Start saving your unwanted new or gently used shoes and
bring them to church. The Mission Team will be holding a
Shoe Drive early in 2023 as a fundraiser for their Peru
Mission Trip. There is a collection box in the Narthex to
drop your shoes into. We will take sneakers, sandals, boots, dress shoes,
slippers in all sizes and varieties. Please pair shoes by tying the laces
together or by using a rubber band. Sorry, but no single shoes can be
accepted.

The Mission Team is accepting monetary donations and items
for the Animal Rescue League through December 1.
Monetary donations can be made by using your offering
envelope and noting “Animal Rescue League” in the Other
section. Loose funds and pet supplies can be dropped at the Mission
Team table under the steps in the Narthex.
Friedens Mission Team will once again provide support to
Bethany Children’s Home to purchase Christmas gifts for
their residents. The Mission Team is collecting monetary
contributions for the purchase of wish list items. Friedens
will provide a lump sum check for the contributions
collected. The Bethany staff will purchase individual
presents with the money donated by Friedens. If you wish to participate,
please make your contribution by Sunday, November 27 using your
church envelope and designating “Bethany Gift” in the “Other” column
or place your contribution in a separate envelope, note “Bethany Gift” on
the envelope, and place it in the offering plate. Contact Carol Miller at
610-987-3504 if you have any questions.
Oley Valley Community Library presents An Introduction to
the Life and Work of George Brownmiller, Tuesday,
November 29, 6:30 pm. Brownmiller was a Penna Dutch
musician and teacher who engraved tombstones in Berks
County, especially in Oley. In addition to briefly covering his life as a
young man in northern Berks County, the presentation will emphasized
the legacy of his 40 years of work in Oley. It will include information on
stones he engraved that are located in the Friedens Cemetery and also in
nearby graveyards. It will also cover some Oley history and examples of
family stories from the gravestones.

This Week at Friedens UCC:
Today .............................................Peru Mission Trip Meeting 11:30 am
Wednesday .......................................... Thanksgiving Eve Worship 7 pm
Thursday...........................Church Office Closed - Happy Thanksgiving!
Sunday ................................ Worship - First Sunday of Advent 10:15 am
A more detailed calendar of Friedens events can be found on our web site
www.friedensuccoley.org under the Calendar tab. Simply click on the
event to view more information if available.
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