Welcome to Worship at

Friedens United Church of Christ
Oley, PA
Where together we serve with joy and love!

HOPE
First Sunday in Advent
Sunday, November 27, 2022
10:15 a.m.

November 27, 2022

First Sunday in Advent

ORDER OF WORSHIP
*Indicates stand if you are able
Congregational responses are in BOLD
Gathering Music
Announcements
Prelude
Prelude: Jesus is All the World to Me
*Call to Worship
I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
that we may learn God’s ways and walk in God’s paths.
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
*Opening Hymn: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
*Call to Confession
You know what time it is:
Now is the time to wake from sleep.
Salvation is near!
Let us confess our sin.
*Prayer of Confession
God of night and day,
there is no shadow that can conceal our sin from you
and no secret that you will not bring to light.
For our reveling and drunkenness,
forgive us, O God.
For our corruption and arrogance,
forgive us, O God.

No. 135

For our quarreling and jealousy,
forgive us, O God.
O God, forgive us our sins,
renew us in love,
and teach us to live in a way
that brings honor and glory to your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
Beloved, in your baptism you were bathed in light and clothed with
grace. Therefore, put on the Lord Jesus Christ! Know that you are
forgiven, and live in peace.
*Passing of the Peace
Advent Candle Lighting
The Weiser Family
God of yesterday, today and tomorrow,
God of the beginning and the end times:
as we begin this journey through Advent
and start a new year in our Christian story,
we remember that your time is different from our time.
We light this candle knowing we must stay awake.
In times of uncertainty, when new things are just beginning
or when we cannot see the end,
we are invited to put our trust in God;
we are invited to be ready for anything.
We may not know what will happen next,
but we know we will not be alone.
With hope, peace, joy, and love we pray. Amen.
Prayer for Illumination
God of glory, we know that you are coming at an unexpected hour.
Come to us now, in spirit and truth. Take us up into your presence, and
make us ready for your reign of peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

Pew Bible Page 484

Epistle Reading: Romans 13:11-14

Pew Bible Page 804

Gospel Reading: Matthew 24:36-44

Pew Bible Page 701

Sermon
Hymn: Emmanuel, Emmanuel

No. 140

Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
Come with gratitude and joy to the table of the Lord. Bring the works
of your hands and the gifts of your lives as an offering of praise.
Offertory: O Come, O Come Emmanuel
*Offertory Response
Old Hundredth No. 809
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Offertory Prayer
We give you thanks and praise,
O God, that you have built us up in faith
and bound us together in love.
By your grace, may all that we do show the glory of your name
and serve the good of your people;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Blessing
About that day and hour no one knows.
Therefore keep awake,
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
Be ready, for the Lord will come at an unexpected hour.
*Closing Hymn: Watchman, Tell Us of the Night
1. Watchman, tell us of the night,
what its signs of promise are.
Trav’ler, o’er yon mountains height,
see that glory-beaming star.
Watchman, does its beauteous ray
aught of joy or hope foretell?
Traveler, yes; it brings the day,
promised day of Israel.
2. Watchman, tell us of the night;
higher yet that star ascends.
Trav’ler, blessedness and light,
peace and truth its course portends.
Watchman, will its beams alone
gild the spot that gave them birth?
Traveler, ages are its own;
see, it bursts o’er all the earth.
3. Watchman, tell us of the night,
for the morning seems to dawn.
Trav’ler, darkness takes its flight,
doubt and terror are withdrawn.
Watchman, let thy wand’rings cease;
hie thee to thy quiet home.
Traveler, lo the Prince of peace,
Lo, the Son of God has come.

*Benediction

*Threefold Amen

No. 820

*Postlude: Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

Some materials were reprinted by permission of The W orship Sourcebook, Copyright 2004, CRC Publications.
Other parts of the liturgy were reprinted from Feasting on the W ord, copyright 2013 Westminster John Knox
Press. Advent Candle Lighting Litany reprinted from Connections W orship Companion, Copyright 2022, by
permission of Westminster John Knox Press. The worship service is streamed with permission under One
License A-729279. All rights reserved.

WORSHIP NOTES
Consistory: Cr aig Conr ad, J anice Hoffmaster
Guest Musician: Debbie Weinhold
Reader: Dolores J ohnson
Bulletin Sponsor: The Par khouse Family wishing all a blessed
holiday season.
Altar Flower Sponsor: Cr aig & Cindy Conr ad in celebr ation of our
22nd wedding anniversary.
Prayer List: Please keep the following member s and fr iends in your
prayers: David Adams, Betty Heck, Scott Youse (son of Linda Youse),
the family of Matthew Miller (friend of Sue Henne), Cathy Schaeffer
(friend of Sara McMaster), Linda Epler (friend of Sara McMaster), Sandy
Paton’s Aunt Nao in Tokyo, Georgette Bush (friend of Dawn Bortz),
Gloria Romig, Cindy Hoffman, Larry Kegerise, Sara McMaster, Kristin
Parkhouse (daughter of Jeff & Linda Parkhouse), Frank Arters, Ray
Monyer, Haleigh Ott (great-niece of Sara McMaster).
Military Prayer List: Please keep all those ser ving to protect our
country in your prayers, especially Bradley McAfee (Tonya Fisher’s
cousin’s son).
Recap from Sunday, November 20, 2022
General Fund Giving: $1,498
In-Person Attendance: 66
Looking Ahead to December 4, 2022:
Consistory: Susan Henne, Lee Miller, John Rizzo
Reader: Brian Ott
Bulletin Sponsor: Doris Wentzel
Altar Flower Sponsor: Linda Parkhouse & Family

ANNOUNCEMENTS
It’s time to place you order for poinsettias to decorate the
church for Christmas Eve. Order forms can be found in the
Narthex. You may also place your order by calling the
church office at 610-987-3536. We are offering a selection
of red, pink or white flowers. Each 5+ bloom plant from
Levengood’s is $13. Dedications made “In honor of” or “In memory of”
will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletins. You may take your
poinsettia home following the Christmas Eve Worship Service. Order
deadline is December 11. Profits benefit the Peru Mission Trip.
We will meet at the church on Saturday, December 3 at 8 am to
decorate the church for the holiday season. All ages and
abilities are welcome and encouraged to help!
The Mission Team will be hosting an Advent Fellowship
Brunch on Sunday, December 4 following the 10:15 am
worship service. Enjoy pancakes, pastries, coffee, tea
and juice with your Friedens family. There is no fee to
attend. Simply add your name and the number attending
to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
Start saving your unwanted new or gently used shoes and
bring them to church. The Mission Team will be holding a
Shoe Drive early in 2023 as a fundraiser for their Peru
Mission Trip. There is a collection box in the Narthex to
drop your shoes into. We will take sneakers, sandals, boots, dress shoes,
slippers in all sizes and varieties. Please pair shoes by tying the laces
together or by using a rubber band. Sorry, but no single shoes can be
accepted.
The Mission Team is accepting monetary donations and items
for the Animal Rescue League through December 1. Monetary
donations can be made by using your offering envelope and
noting “Animal Rescue League” in the Other section. Loose
funds and pet supplies can be dropped at the Mission Team table under
the steps in the Narthex.
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2022 CONSISTORY
President: Craig Conrad
Vice President: Brian Ott
Secretary: John Rizzo
Elders: Craig Conrad, Susan Henne, Brian Ott, Shirley Riegel-Ferreri
Deacons: Kay Bertolet, Mark Hoch, Janice Hoffmaster, Dolores Johnson,
Lisa Kelly, Lee Miller, John Rizzo

