
 

Welcome to Worship at 

Friedens United Church of Christ 

Oley, PA 

Where together we serve with joy and love! 

First Sunday after Christmas 

January 1, 2023 

10:15 a.m. 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

*Indicates stand if you are able 

Congregational responses are in BOLD 

Gathering Music 

Announcements 

Prelude 

*Call to Worship 

In this Christmas season of great joy,  

we praise the Lord; 

for in mercy and abundant steadfast love, 

God has become our Savior.  

Even in times of danger and threat,   

we praise God, who has set us free from  

fear and death 

through Jesus Christ, the pioneer of  

our salvation.  

With all creation,  

in the midst of the congregation,  

we praise and put our trust in God alone.  

*Opening Hymn:  O Love, How Deep, How Broad  No. 193  

*Call to Confession 

Brothers and sisters, 

Jesus became like us in every respect 

so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest  

in the service of God.  

As we confess our sins, 

we come before One who was also tested by what  

he suffered, 

confident that he is able to help us.  



*Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, in great love you have claimed us 

as your children. 

We confess that we have not loved you as we should. 

We have not participated fully in your purposes 

and plans; 

We grow weary and give up when the way is hard.  

Forgive our misuse of power against people, 

and against your creation. 

Help us to praise you by living in harmony and peace. 

Do not be ashamed of us, we pray, 

but strengthen us in our time of testing. 

Set us free from fear 

that we may wholly trust in you. 

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, 

who shared our flesh and blood.  Amen. 

*Assurance of Pardon 

Children of God,  

it is clear that Jesus Christ came to help sinners.  

He is our Savior in all our distress,  

and it is his presence that saves us.  

Declare with me the good news of the gospel: 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

*Passing of the Peace  

 Wave to or bump elbows with your neighbor 

Prayer of Illumination 

Holy One, your Word comes to us: Jesus Christ, Immanuel. 

Holy Word, you cross every border meant to shut you out.  Holy 

Wisdom, speak to us in the word read and proclaimed. 

Hearing, may we dream your dreams, and faithfully follow wherever 

you lead.  In your triune name we pray.   

Amen.  



Psalm 148 (selected verses) Read Responsively 

Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

praise him in the heights! 

Praise him, all his angels; 

praise him, all his host! 

Praise him, sun and moon; 

praise him, all you shining stars! 

Praise him, you highest heavens 

and you waters above the heavens! 

Praise the Lord from the earth, 

you sea monsters and all deeps, 

fire and hail, snow and frost, 

stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

Mountains and all hills, 

fruit trees and all cedars! 

Wild animals and all cattle, 

creeping things and flying birds! 

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 2:13-23 Pew Bible Page 682 

Sermon 

Hymn:  He is Born, the Divine Christ Child  No. 177 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 



Invitation to the Offering 

All creation teems with the abundance of God’s provision: 

mountains and hills, fruit trees and cedars, 

creeping things and flying birds!  

Our own lives bear witness to the abundance  

of God’s love and mercy,  

for God has lifted us up and carried us in our need.  

In joyful praise,  

we offer to God a portion of all we have received. 

Offertory 

*Offertory Response   Old Hundredth No. 809 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise him, all creatures here below;   

Praise him above ye heavenly host:  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*Offertory Prayer 

In this gifting season, O God, 

we are grateful for the gift of your dear Son, 

our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Receive, we pray, these offerings we bring. 

May they be used in the service 

of your grace and truth  

dwelling among us.  

In Christ’s holy name we pray.  Amen. 

 HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation to the Meal  

Jesus, you invite us to your table, freely, without condition. 

We cannot earn a seat at your table and yet we are here. 

We came together as individuals, 

but have now formed a community of believers. 

Just as the grapes and the grains of wheat are transformed, 



we also are transformed by your grace and your love. 

Christ, you have brought us together into your extraordinary presence. 

We have no words with which to explain or to fully understand, 

and yet we are here with open hearts and open hands. 

As we work together to make this world the New Jerusalem, 

we ask that you continue to transform us. 

A new year is upon us, a year full of your promise and possibilities. 

Help us to see ourselves in a new light and fill us with a desire for 

change. 

You taught us that God’s creation is full of abundance 

to be shared with everyone. 

Encourage us to share your love and your gifts with those around us.  

We have come to this table at your invitation. 

Once strangers, now family. 

Words of Institution 

Prayer of Consecration  

As we share a common meal, we ask the Holy Spirit to come to us.   

At this table, we are able to see, smell, touch and taste the gifts that our 

God freely offers to us. 

And yet, this table, is filled with not only God’s gifts to us, 

but also with our dedications to God for the new year. 

Fill us, Holy Spirit, with the promise of new possibilities and open our 

hearts to the New Jerusalem here on earth. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Communion 

Communion will be served by intinction at the altar rail.  Process for-

ward to the altar rail to receive the bread and cup.   

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, we have received your word and have tasted your truth: 

Jesus Christ, the Son of your love.  We pray that he may guide us  



and that we may live with each other in his wisdom and love and so 

grow in the faith that the future is his, today, every day, forever.  

Amen. 

*Blessing 

You are the people of Christ, the people of the New Jerusalem. 

You have been claimed by God. 

Look bravely into the future and see the promise of the new year. 

See the abundance of God’s gifts in the world. 

Feel the presence of God in the world with you and 

go forward in God’s strength, love and grace.  Amen. 

*Closing Hymn:  We Three Kings  No. 185  

*Benediction 

*Threefold Amen No. 820 

*Postlude  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Some materials were reprinted by permission of The Worship Sourcebook, copyright 2004, CRC Publications.  

Other parts of the liturgy were reprinted from Feasting on the Word, copyright 2013 Westminster John Knox 

Press.  A Service of Holy Communion for the New Y ear was written by Catherine Kenlin, copyright 2019 Jus-

tice Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ and was  reprinted from 

Chalice Worship, copyright 1997 by Chalice Press.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material 

for use in services of worship or church education.  The worship service is streamed with permission under 

One License A-729279.  All rights reserved.   



WORSHIP NOTES 

Guest Musician:  Bonnie Levan 

Reader:  Cindy Steele 

Bulletin & Altar Flower Sponsor:  Joey & Dee Johnson 

Prayer List:  Please keep the following members and fr iends in your 
prayers:  Kathy Weidner, David Adams, Betty Heck, Scott Youse (son of 
Linda Youse), the family of Matthew Miller (friend of Sue Henne), Cathy 
Schaeffer (friend of Sara McMaster), Sandy Paton’s Aunt Nao in Tokyo, 
Georgette Bush (friend of Dawn Bortz), Gloria Romig, Cindy Hoffman, 
Larry Kegerise, Sara McMaster, Ray Monyer, Haleigh Ott (great-niece of 
Sara McMaster). 

Military Prayer List:  Please keep all those serving to protect our 
country in your prayers. 

Looking Ahead to January 8, 2023: 
Reader:  **AVAILABLE** 
Bulletin Sponsor:  Glenn Hoffman 
Altar Flower Sponsor:  Glenn Hoffman 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The 2023 offering envelopes are available in the Narthex.  
Save the church postage fees by picking up your envelopes.  
Please do not begin using these envelopes until January. 

Updated copies of the Church Directory containing the name, 
home address, telephone number and email address of each 
Friedens UCC member are available in the Narthex or 

through the church office.  If you notice any corrections that need to be 
made, please contact the church office at 610-987-3536. 

The 2023 Reader, Flower Sponsor and Bulletin Sponsor sheets 
are posted in the Narthex.  Sign up for your favorite dates.  If 
you sponsor the flowers ($40) or bulletins ($8), please fill out a 
green sponsor form (found on the shelf under the sponsor sheets) and 
place it in an offering plate along with your payment.   

Clean out your closets of unwanted new or gently used 
shoes and bring them to church.  There is a collection box in 
the Narthex to drop your shoes into.  We will take sneakers, 
sandals, boots, dress shoes, and slippers.  Please pair shoes 

by tying the laces together or by using a rubber band.  Sorry, but no 
single shoes can be accepted.  The Shoe Drive will run through the end of 
April. 

Have you taken thee time to use our website 
www.friedensuccoley.org lately?  In addition to historical 
information and programs we offer, you will find links to 
virtual worship, copies of the weekly bulletin, the monthly 
newsletter and the live church calendar.  There is also a link to 
view the Friedens Digital Cemetery.   



Monday .................................................................. Church Office Closed 

Tuesday ............................................. Church Office Open Regular Hours 

 ................................................................................ Elders Meeting  7 pm 

Wednesday .......................................... OV Women’s Club Meeting  7 pm 

Sunday ................ Worship w/Installation of Elders & Deacons  10:15 am 

 ............................ Children’s Message & Sunday School during Worship 



337 Main Street, Oley, PA 19547 

610- 987-3536  

www.friedensuccoley.org 

Worship - Every Sunday at 10:15 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Corrine Dautrich 

610-987-3536 x1 

pastor@friedensuccoley.org 
 

Office Administrator:  Denise Bucciaglia 

610-987-3536 

office@friedensuccoley.org 

Regular Office Hours:  

Monday - Thursday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


